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my fair one, and come away.

Signs of Spring The blossoms are out in front of Christ Church in Edmonton. “For, o,
the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the
singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; The fig tree putteth
forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love,

” Song of Solomon 2:11-13

Forging a partnership
Holy Trinity, Tofield and St. Thomas,
Sherwood Park, agreed to enter a year-long
partnership and to move towards becoming
formal co-operating parishes.

The two parishes have been close
neighbours over the years and St. Thomas,
began with assistance from Holy Trinity.
The partnership will involve providing a
consistent clergy presence to Tofield and
to hopefully grow the Holy Trinity parish.
The pattern of linking larger urban parishes
with a smaller rural neighbour has occurred
within other denominations but is relatively
new for Anglicans. During Holy Week
members of Holy Trinity travelled to St.
Thomas for the Maundy Thursday Roman
First-century House Church Eucharist, and
the following day people from St. Thomas
travelled to Holy Trinity for the service
of Meditation on the Seven Words of the
Cross. The Rector of both parishes, the
Rev. Neil Gordon, is very positive about
the venture.

“Both congregations are positive,
forward looking, and joyful groups of
people to be with and they should work
and play well together. With God’s help
and good graces some new and vital
ministry can happen.”

He also noted the solid support given
by Bishop Jane Alexander for this project
and commended especially Rob and Liz
Hubbard from Tofield for their hard work.

Christ Church musicians produce children’'s CD

BY MARGARET MARSCHALL

Children’s ministry workers now have

a new resource to add to their library of
music. A children’s Christian music CD,
the brainchild of accomplished musician
and Christ Church parishioner Hope
Metszies, was produced right here in
Edmonton.

Since last October, Hope, who was
raised in England, and attended the
prestigious Royal Academy of Music
in London, has spent many hours in a
local recording studio playing the piano
accompaniments for over 50 original
children’s songs. Working alongside
Hope, providing all the vocals for the
CD, was Christ Church organist and
vocalist Shannon Brink.

Hope wrote all of the lyrics and music
to each of the 54 songs found on the
CD, Songs of Faith, Hope and Love.
The songs, which depict the stories of

people and major events in the Bible,
were originally published in two books,
Five Minute Songs for Young People,
and Songs of Faith, Hope and Love.

A children’s choir director and music
instructor for many years, Hope decided
to write her own songs when she
struggled to find meaningful music that
would be easy for young worshippers to
memorize.

“I wanted music that fitted the lesson
of the day, and was having difficulty
finding suitable and simple songs each
week,” she explains. “It was easier to
write my own.”

Hope is a founding member of the
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, and
no stranger to Mozart and Beethoven.
But the melodies she has composed for
use in Sunday Schools is aptly suited to
amateur pianists. Sunday Schools

MUSICALLY INCLINED. Shannon Brink (left) and Hope Menzies collaborate on the
project of more than 50 original children’s songs.

across Canada, the UK, Germany,
Australia and the US, have added the
popular books to their curricula.

“I love the book,” one children’s
music director wrote about Five Minute

Songs for Young People. “The words
are so to the point. I have visions of
doing some of the songs with my adult
choir let alone the Sunday School.”
>> SEE MUSICIANS on PAGE 6



